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Introduction to CSS 

CSS = Cascading Style Sheets 

What is it? 

 Style sheets are used to define the way that HTML elements look 

 CSS can be thought of as a language, and it has strict rules about 

what words can be used, and where they must be used in order to 

make sense 

 CSS are written as a list of rules – each rule applies to a different 

HTML container 

 Style sheets are external to an HTML document, but they must be 

attached for the styles to be applied 

 CSS files are used to define the colour, size, shape and location of 

an HTML document’s content 

Where do I start? 

Just as HTML has special terminology, so too does CSS.  Some of the words you 

will need to know include: 

Selector – a selector identifies the HTML element  

Declaration – a declaration indicates what the style is  

Property – a property identifies the style attribute (eg. color, size, font) 

Value – a value defines the property (eg. red, 12, Arial)   

Unit – a unit defines the value when it is a number (eg. px, %, pt) 

id – an id can be used to limit the style to a single element in the HTML 

document 

class – a class can be used to apply the style to a set of elements in the HTML 

document 

 

As noted above, there are strict rules about writing style rules in CSS file.  These 

can be thought of as the ‘grammar’ of CSS.   

 CSS rules always start with the selector ( p ) and a single space. 

 A declaration/group of declarations are always enclosed in curly brackets 

( {} ) 

 A declaration starts with the property ( color ) followed by a colon ( : ) 

 A declaration ends with the value (#FF0033) followed by a semi-colon ( ; ) 

 Each declaration should be placed on a new line 



 
 

2 

Identify the parts of the CSS pictured below. 

 

Highlight the selectors – how many are there? 

Underline all of the properties – how many are there?  

Circle all of the values – how many are there? 

Draw a box around each declaration – how many are there? 

Circle the declaration groups – how many are there? 

 

There are a few things in this CSS that need explaining. 

1. The spelling of color is American – using the English and Australian 

spelling – colour – will not work. 

2. The colors are numbers with a hash in front of them – these are the 

hexadecimal values for colors, and are often used when writing CSS.  

There is a complete color chart on the next page. 

3. There are three values for the font-family property – this provides a 

browser with options.  The browser will first try to display the font in the 

first value, then the second, then the third.  Always use a generic font-

family for the third value. 

4. The font size uses the unit em – this works best when the default font size 

has been set for the body selector as em is percentage of the default font 

size.  This is done so that the person viewing your website can choose 

how big or small the font is using any browser.  
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The purpose of CSS is to outline the style of an HTML document.  To be effective, 

therefore, each element in an HTML document needs to have a style assigned to 

it. 

In the previous example, two elements were defined – paragraph and heading 1 

using the selectors p and h1. Look at the HTML document below and note down 

all the selectors you will need to fully style the document (hint: look for all the 

unique tags). 
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There are a lot of different properties that can be defined in a CSS.  For now, we 

are going to learn about the following: 

color: 
 

background-color: 
 

font-family: 
 

font-size: 
 

list-style-type: 
 

border: 
 

border-collapse: 
 

width: 
 

height: 
 

text-align: 
 

vertical-align: 
 

padding: 
 

float: 
 

 

What values and/or units can be used for these properties?  

What do these properties affect? 
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To apply a style to an HTML document using a CSS file, a connection must be 

made between the two.  This is done using a line of HTML that provides 

information stating the relationship between the two files, the type of file that is 

being linked to, and the location of the file.  This line of code appears in the 

<head></head> element (located above the <body>) and looks like this: 

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="filename.css"> 

To put this into practice you will need to copy the CSS rules below into a text 

editor (notepad) and save the file twice, once as Simple Style.css (a CSS file) 

and once as SimpleStyle.txt (a text file). 

Open one of your text files containing html with notepad and insert a line of code 

to link to the CSS file you just created.  Save as an html file, open and view.  
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body { 
  background-colour:#CCCCFF; 

  font-size:100%; 
  font-family:Tahoma, Verdana, sans-serif; 

 } 
 
h1, h2, h4 {  

         font-family:Georgia, serif;  
             color:#330066;  

        } 
 
h1 { font-size:200%; } 

h2 { font-size: 180%; } 
h4 { font-size: 140%; } 

 
p { color:#222222; } 
 

a:link {color:#006600;} 
a:visited {color:#999999;} 

a:hover { 
      background-color:#666666; 

      color:#00CC00; 
    } 
a:active { color:#FF0000;} 

 
img { float:right; } 

 
table {  
  border-collapse:collapse; 

  border:2px #FFCCFF; 
  width:80%; 

 }  
 
th { 

  height:40px; 
  text-align:center; 

  vertical-align:bottom; 
  padding:5px; 
 } 

 
td { 

  height:35px; 
  text-align:left; 
  vertical-align:center; 

  padding:12px; 
 } 

 
caption { caption-side:bottom; } 
 

ul  { list-style-type:square; } 
 

ol { list-style-type:lower-alpha; } 


